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Worcestershire Safeguarding Children Board

‘Working together to Safeguard Children and Young People’



	Worcestershire Safeguarding Children Board, established by The Children Act 2004, comprises senior managers from partner agencies, which have a statutory duty to safeguard and promote the welfare of children and young people.  The Board has responsibility for co-ordinating the work of these agencies, but also ensuring that they work effectively together to safeguard children and young people

WSCB Independent Chair: 

The Board welcomed Hilary Thompson to her first meeting.  Hilary has a background in the Probation Service, until recently holding the post of Chief Probation Officer in the West Midlands, and extensive experience of partnership working at a strategic and operational level.  


	Issue No 12

WSCB BOARD BULLETIN


30th April 2008

Children and Young People’s Plan:  The Board discussed the Children and Young People’s Plan, which is closely aligned with WSCB’s Business Plan. The importance of safeguarding children and young people using Information and Communication Technology was highlighted and it was recommended that E-Safety should be addressed in the Action Planning.  Consideration was given as to how to ensure the most effective process for monitoring the progress of both Plans. 

Safe Recruitment:  The Audit and Scrutiny Group reported on the recent audit of recruitment and selection practice in WSCB agencies.  The overall picture was positive.  It was agreed that the audit would be undertaken again in 18 months and would particularly consider: recruitment of staff from abroad, contracting arrangements and preparation for the introduction of the Independent Safeguarding Authority.  

E-Safety:  In recognition of the importance of safeguarding children and young people in all settings when using Information and Communication Technology, the Board agreed to establish an E-Safety Sub Group, which will be chaired by DCI Martin Lakeman.

Child Death Review Processes:  The Board discussed the progress in establishing these statutory processes.  The West Mercia Protocol for the Management of Sudden and Unexpected Deaths in Children has been agreed by the four LSCBs and is operational from 1st April 2008.  The Child Death Overview Panel has been established and an administrator appointed.  Funding has been provided by DSCF to support these new processes.

Review of Progress:  The Audit and Scrutiny Group presented their review of the progress of WSCB against the recommendations of the DCSF’s Priority Review of LSCBs.  The Board agreed to formalise the governance and scrutiny arrangements with the County Council and to use the recently issued Challenge and Improvement Tool for LSCBs to assess its effectiveness.

	Information on WSCB and its activities can be accessed on www.worcestershiresafeguarding.org.uk
or obtained from Jane Shotton, Administrator, on 01905 752803, 

e-mail JShotton@worcestershire.gov.uk


