
Joint Area Review (JAR)
of Services for Children and Young People 
in Worcestershire

Annual Performance Assessment
Worcestershire underwent its Annual Performance Assessment in September 2007, 
and the results were published on the Ofsted website in December 2007. Services 
for children and young people in Worcestershire received a top rating for the 
third year running. Ofsted said: �The overall effectiveness of the Council remains 
outstanding. It consistently delivers services for children and young people which 
are well coordinated and managed... There is a focus on and commitment to 
improving the lives of children and young people across Worcestershire.�

Some key achievements in 2007 were:
� 97% of schools engaged in the Healthy Schools Programme.
� Teenage pregnancy is continuing to decline.
� 82% of looked after children had up-to-date health assessments and dental 

checks.
� 98% of children on the Child Protection Register have an allocated quali� ed Social 

Worker.
� Reviews of child protection cases sustained at 100%.
� A newly constructed children�s home has opened.
� 97% of children offered a place in their � rst choice school.
� Key Stage One results are well above the national average in reading and 

mathematics.
� Highest ever achievement of � ve or more GCSE grades A* to C, including English 

and Mathematics.
� £55m spent on improvements to school buildings.
� A strong focus on children and young people�s involvement in making decisions 

on services provided to them.
� Youth offending rates are lower.
� Proportion of young people above the age of 16 in full time education, training 

and employment is well above the national average.

The APA has strong links to the JAR process � the JAR inspectors will use the � ndings 
from our last APA inspection as a key part of their evidence. 

Visit www.worcestershire.gov.uk/jar for more details and to read the full APA letter.

Director of Children�s Services

Welcome to the second JAR 
newsletter. It is now 2008, 
and the onsite part of the 

JAR inspection is only 6 months away. 
Project planning and initial meetings 
are now taking place for each of the 
� ve JAR workstream groups, and we 
are on course for completing our new 
Children and Young People�s Plan 
in April. 

The JAR covers all services for children 
and young people in Worcestershire, 
and over the next few months, 
you may be called on to provide 
information or help as part of the 
preparation. Please could I ask that 
you give your help to the JAR team 
wherever possible. If you have any 
queries or concerns, please contact a 
member of the JAR project team who 
will be able to advise you.
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